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when it occurs in young and robust persons, whose strength has not been broken 
dowu by prolonged habits of intemperance; and particularly when it arises as 
the immediate result of excessive spirit drinking. Delirium tremens, like other 
acute diseases, occurs under varied and opposite conditions, and it would be 
alike opposed to sound theory and practice to extend the same treatment to all 
cases of the disease.” 

19. Treatment of Acute Dysentery by Ipecacuanha. —Dr. E. W. Cunning¬ 
ham, Assist.-Surgeon 4th Bengal Europeans, highly extols (Edinburgh filed . Jl., 
July, 1861) the plan of treatment of acute dysentery advocated byN&urgeon 
Docker, which he has lately employed in a number of cases. This treatment 
consists in the administration of gj—3jss of the ipecacuanha in one dose. 

The plan of treatment is as follows:—- 

“On admission, a sinapism is applied to the epigastrium, and trpxxx of tinc¬ 
ture of opium are given, for the purpose of rendering the stomach more tolerant 
of the remedy. An hour afterwards, 3j—Jjss of ipecacuan is given in powder. 
Mr. Docker recommends it to be given half an hour after the tr. opii; but, by 
waiting for a whole hour, the medicine is retained longer, and produces a more 
powerful effect. As may be supposed, considerable nausea is the result; but 
vomiting does not generally come on until at least an hour afterwards, some¬ 
times two hours. During this nausea, copious perspiration is produced over the 
whole body; the pulse becomes more full and soft, and less frequent; the coun¬ 
tenance loses the expression indicative of suffering, so marked in acute dysen¬ 
tery ; tenesmus and abdominal pains immediately cease, and the patient has no 
more stools for twelve, and sometimes for twenty-four hours. As soon as the 
nausea passes off, he expresses himself immeasurably relieved. The perspira¬ 
tion is kept up for a considerable time, and, of course, he feels languid and de¬ 
pressed for a little; but this has not, in any case that I have seen, proceeded so far 
as to call for any interference. When the patient next goes to stool, he does 
so without pain or tenesmus; the evacuations are fluid, and hold in suspension 
small masses of feces, but are entirely free from blood or mucus. Sometimes 
the first dose is not sufficient, the dysenteric stools returning after a short inter¬ 
val; in which case a repetition of the dose will be required. Chicken broth and 
arrowroot is the only diet allowed. In most of the cases that I have met with 
nothing further has been required, after the action of the ipecacuanha, than to 
keep the patient upon the above-mentioned diet for a few days, until the bowels 
recover their tone; or, if any tendency' to debility manifested itself, a few doses 
of infusion of cliiretta with nitro-muriatic acid have been sufficient to complete 
the cure.” 

Dr. C. says that none of the cases treated by him in this way suffered a re¬ 
lapse. 

It should be remembered, that the cases treated by Dr. C. were in the first 
stage, and no destruction of tissue had yet taken place, nor had any complica¬ 
tions occurred. 

20. Ipecacuanha in Diarrhoea and Dysentery. —Dr. M’Kidd narrated to the 
Medico-Chirurgieal Society of Edinburgh, June 5, a case of an individual who 
had suffered from diarrhoea for ten years. During this period all ordinary 
remedies had been employed, but without any' good effect, and latterly the pa¬ 
tient had ceased to take medicine, and had abandoned himself to despair. It 
then occurred to Dr. M’Kidd to make a trial of ipecacuanha. The medicine 
was administered in twenty-grain doses (reduced in a few days to ten grains), 
in the form of pill, every twelve hours, and the effect was most remarkable. By 
the end of the first week the diarrhoea was almost entirely checked, and the 
patient had a feeling of well-being such as he had not experienced for ten years. 
The cure had been permanent, upwards of three months having elapsed without 
any recurrence of the complaint.— Edinburgh 3Ied. JL, July, 1861. 

21. Action of Phosphorus on Phthisis. By R. P. Cotton, M. D.—The gene¬ 
rally admitted tonic and stimulating action of phosphorus, as well as its exist¬ 
ence in so many of the important structures of the body, made me anxious to 
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try its effects upon phthisis. I accordingly administered it to twenty-five un- 
selccted in-patients of the Consumption Hospital, those only being excluded in 
whom the disease was too far advanced to expect that any kind of treatment 
would avail much, or in whom there existed some gastric or other complication, 
which would seem to render the phosphorus inadmissible. 

Of the twenty-five patients, ten were in the first, four in the second, and eleven 
in the third stage of consumption. Eleven were males, and fourteen females. 
Their ages varied from nineteen to fifty-five years. Perhaps I should here men¬ 
tion the mode in which the phosphorus was administered. Ten grains of phos¬ 
phorus and an ounce of oil of sweet almonds, were put into a phial, and exposed 
to the heat of boiling water for half an hour; the solution, when cold, being 
carefully strained through blotting paper. By this process, which is that recom¬ 
mended in the Prussian Pharmacopoeia, four grains of phosphorus remain in per¬ 
manent solution. Of this, from five to eight or ten minims were given twice or 
three times a-day, suspended in a little mucilage, and disguised by cinnamon 
water. Five minims would contain one-twenty-fourth of a grain of phosphorus. 
The dose, according to its effects, was continued for a longer or shorter period, 
the longest being eight weeks, the shortest, one week. 

Of the twenty-five patients, four improved greatly; five improved slightly; 
and sixteen either made no progress at all, or became worse. Nine gained in 
weight; twelve lost weight; and four remained unchanged in this respect. In 
one case the gain amounted to eight pounds in one month; in another to four¬ 
teen pounds in two months; but in each of the other cases where there was an 
increase, the gain was trifling, not exceeding one pound. 

In eleven instances the appetite sensibly diminished, and in two or three of 
these cases the phosphorus evidently occasioned gastric disturbance, accom¬ 
panied by diarrhoea; but in the other fourteen patients, the appetite remained 
good, and in some of them actually improved under the treatment. 

Of the four greatly improved cases, one (in the first stage of the disease) quite 
regained his health; and the other three (two of whom were in the first, and one 
in the third stage) left the Hospital materially improved in every respect, their 
coughs having diminished, aud their general health being greatly restored. Of 
the five slightly improved, some gained a little in weight, but three at least of 
them seemed to profit more when the phosphorus was exchanged for steel and 
quinine. Of the sixteen cases apparently uninfluenced by the phosphorus, 
several improved under the subsequent use of other tonics. 

The observations of my late esteemed and lamented colleague, Dr. Theophilus 
Thompson, upon the use of phosphorus in phthisis' are far from encouraging, 
lie believed that, in some instances, it might act favourably as a stimulant, but 
that its effects even in such cases were transient. I am not aware of any other 
published record of the influence of this substance in any of the varieties of 
tuberculosis. 

All things being considered—the fact that improved diet, diminution of care, 
and quietude, are of themselves sufficient to effect a very great improvement 
among the patients at the Consumption II ospital, especially on their first arrival, 
I cannot help coming to the following conclusions, viz:— 

1. Phosphorus exerts no specific action upon consumption. 

2. In some cases it seems to act as a tonic and stimulant; but its influence, 
even in this respect, is inferior to many other remedies of a similar kind. 

3. Although in many cases it seems to agree very well with those who take 
it, yet it sometimes occasions loss of appetite, nausea, and abdominal derange¬ 
ment.— Med. Times and Gaz., July 6, 1801. 

22. Opium in Large Doses , and Inhalation of Chloroform in Idiopathic 
Tetanus. —According to the results of experience, opium is still the most effica¬ 
cious remedy in the treatment of idiopathic tetanus, and its use may be con¬ 
tinued with safety for a long period. Two cases which occurred in the practice 
of M. Gkisoi.le appear to leave no doubt upon this point; and one of the cases 
presents this peculiarity, that it shows how much superior opium is to inhala- 


1 Clinical Lectures on Consumption, p. 97. 



